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Hello from sunny Port Douglas,

We are experiencing one of my favourite seasons here in the region with sunny days
and lovely cooling rains at night. The scenery is vivid green, almost luminous and
the waterfalls can be seen from Port Douglas. With flat seas, great underwater
visibility and even whales, this is an amazing time of year.

While sailing off 4 Mile Beach last week we were greeted by our local pod of
dolphins leaping 10 metres into the air of the bow of our yacht. White beach, palm
trees, waterfalls in the background and dolphins leaping round us, this is definitely
paradise.

I have just returned from North America and Oz Talk NZ, where it was great to catch
up with some of you and fantastic news with the new twice weekly flights from NZ on
Pacific Blue. Well done team, the inaugural flight was a hoot.

The region continues to grow with some great new products and the announcement
of a new beachfront 5 star resort to commence construction shortly shows the belief
in this great destination.

This all helps to cement our position as the “Jewel in the Crown” of Tropical North
Queensland.

To ensure we maintain our position at the head of the mob, we are very active with
our social media sites so make sure you check out our Facebook and Twitter sites at
the bottom of this newsletter. Our Facebook site that has created great interest is
our “Obama for Port Douglas” over 1200 fans wanting the President to visit our great
region, so jump on and lets show the Pres a little bit of paradise.

Cheers, from Port,
Yours in tourism,
Doug.



Following her annual refit
Poseidon was met on arrival
at the Agincourt Ribbon Reefs
by a rare sighting of a whale
in February! Onboard Marine
biologist Herald Pinns
identified this large whale as a
Bryde's Whales, commonly
known as Brutus Whale.

! The Bryde's Whale prefer
tropical and temperate waters
over the polar seas that other
whales in  their  family
frequent. They are largely
coastal rather than pelagic.
Bryde's Whales are very
similar in appearance to Sei
Whales and almost as large.

They inhabit tropical and subtropical waters worldwide.
All the guests on Poseidon vessel were delighted at the unexpected encounter on a
perfect calm sunny day.

The Mossman Gorge Gateway project looks set to begin in April with building tenders
being undertaken at present. The $17million project will be a nationally-significant
ecotourism facility designed to provide world class tourism experiences to the
hundreds of thousands of people who visit the Gorge annually. The project involves
the construction of a modern visitor centre that will

provide safe parking for 200 vehicles, specialised bays for tourist coaches, a café, art
gallery and gift shop, cultural displays, guided walks and a venue that

can be hired out for conferences and functions.
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One of North Queensland’s most endangered mammals, the Mahogany Glider has
breed at the Rainforest Habitat Wildlife Sanctuary.
Mahogany Gliders were lost to science for over a hundred years. They were first
described in 1883 then lost in Museums vaults until 1986 and then rediscovered in the
wild in 1993 a full 110 years after there initial discovery.

They are one of the larger of the gliding possums and feed on nectar, pollen and the
sap of certain trees. They are very reliant on certain types of coastal habitat which
means they live in a small strip of coastal forest between Ingham and Tully and



nowhere else on earth. Within this small coastal strip of approximately 120 km
concerned individuals and community
groups have gone to great lengths to
create awareness about the plight of this
extremely  charismatic possum.The
Curator of the Rainforest Habitat Terry
! Carmichael said “it is a privilege and an
honour to care for this delightful species
in captivity. Our role in a modern zoo is to
alert our visitors and the wider community
to the plight of animals like the Mahogany
Glider.

Mr Carmichael went on to say “the
success of our captive breeding program
is due to the specialised environment we have been able to replicate at the Habitat
and the hard work and persistence of our passionate wildlife team.”
www.rainforesthabitat.com.au
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For 11 magical days and nights each May
(May 20™ - 31% 2010), the festival of Carnivale

takes over Port Douglas as visitors and locals Port Dcuglas B
engage in a kaleidoscope of free and ticketed a 1 > 4 \|
events. There’s music, arts, sports, food, - Ivae
culture and all styles of entertainment...and ‘_________..—...,Q
absolutely every reason you need to head to A Taste of Parkdise

Port Douglas. As the event’s tag line proclaims,

Carnivale is indeed ‘a taste of paradise!

Now 18 years old, Carnivale has grown from a street fiesta to a broad program which
involves the entire community. There are family favourites like the Street Parade, the
Meridien Marina Seafood Extravaganza and the Four Mile Beach Family Fun Day. Get
a taste of paradise at the Sheraton Mirage Longest Lunch, or Food, Wine & A Taste of
Port, or watch great Aussie chefs compete in the Gourmet Gladiators. Sports lovers
can play in the Port Douglas Golf Challenge held at Sea Temple Golf Club and Mirage
Country Club, or catch the action in the Exemplar Clipper Cup sailing regatta.
Carnivale 2010 is entering the social media world with a new Port Douglas Carnivale
Facebook Page, Twitter page and a Blog to help you stay on top of all the latest
Carnivale updates, ticketing info and special offers. www.carnivale.com.au




s (0 ( ()%

mse # $

% & 4

* n + , ,

The Cape Trib Exotic Fruit Farm has celebrated the opening of their long awaited
packing shed as well as their first major commercial crop of Mangosteens. Alison and
Digby Gotts planted their first Mangosteens 21 years ago and despite many
challenges the weather conditions in 2009 proved the perfect combination to see their
crop fruit. The farm has over 150 species from around the world, and the farm is run
on permaculture principles, with help from Willing Workers on Organic Farms
(WWOOFAS) membership. In addition to being a certified organic working farm, it
offers bed and breakfast in two tree-house style timber cottages.

The farm also offers an exotic tropical fruit tasting and farm tour every day, at Cape
Tribulation. You taste at least 10 different rare fruit, learn how to prepare them, and
then walk through the orchard, to see the fruit on the trees. www.capetrib.com.au
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Watch out for our new celebrity presenter Lumi (pictured
right), the Lumholtz’s Tree Kangaroo taking you on an
adventure on amateur video with her travel companion,
Chelsea. Ever wondered what kind of dining experience
awaits you in Port Douglas? Find out here! You can also
find them and all the latest from this beautiful region on
our Facebook and Twitter pages, so come and say hello!
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@fredrikbr: just checked in at www.daintree -ecolodge.com.au...the animals out here

in the rainforest makes more noise than traffic at times square
- Fredrik Brandstrom, Stockholm, managing editor at Vagabond Travel Magazine,
music lover etc

Tourism Port Douglas-Daintree: Where does the staff at Tourism Queensland love to
visit? Port Douglas of course! Go to http://bit.ly/dg7aG7 to hear their podcast.
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Passengers and crew aboard the
Port Douglas-based dive and
snorkel vessel Silversonic were
excited to see more than five
whales, confirmed to be Sei Whales
at Agincourt Reef.
The Sei Whales, which remain on
the endangered species list, were
seen near Silversonic’s “Three
Sisters” site at Agincourt Reef.
While the boat was stationary, one
of the whales emerged in full view
spending several minutes around
the boat before swimming away.
Further in the distance, another four
or more whales were seen diving and appeared to be feeding.
Quicksilver marine biologist and Environment Compliance Manager, Doug Baird, said
the whales were between 15 —-18 metres long and due to the inquisitive nature of the
whale that approached the boat, several photographs were taken. This enabled the
whales to be identified with the assistance of a whale researcher with extensive
experience in whale identification. Silversonic had first recorded sighting one of these
rare whales in January 2008. www.quicksilvergroup.com.au
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bel cibo is Port Douglas's newest restaurant, situated in the middle of Macrossan
street, mezzanine level of the 'Saltwater' building.

bel cibo ( beautiful food) specialises in Italian cuisine. With a fine selection of
homemade pastas, Hot stone pizzas, tantalizing meats & fresh local seafood there's
ample to choose from for the family right through to the serious diner.

bel cibo is offering an Italian fare with a modern tropical approach to the menu, from
Head chef/ Owner Andy Gray.

At bel cibo guests have a relaxed dining experience with professional friendly staff &
innovative decor.
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Masons’s Tours have achieved Advanced Ecotourism Accreditation, a process
requiring a lot of hours of work putting systems in place so that the basic tenants of
Ecotourism are always adhered to in the business. Mason’s looks forward to working
closely with the four other accredited tours at Cape Tribulation to give visitors the
ability to experience the rainforest and reef fully with accredited operators.
WWWw.masonstours.com.au/

% .**

Jennifer Isaac has been appointed general manager of Peppers Beach Club,
Port Douglas and Michael Brooks has been appointed general manager of
Peppers Balé, Port Douglas, with both bringing outstanding backgrounds in
property management to their respective positions.

Michele North has joined Events NQ in the newly created role of Business
Development Executive, Port Douglas & Mossman. Her role will involve liaising
with events, corporate and tourism clients in Port Douglas, Daintree and
Mossman. Contact Michele at michele@eventsng.com.au

Rydges Sabaya Resort has appointed Executive Chef Anthony Kramer,
returning to Port Douglas after years of designing menus at some of the world’s
most exclusive tropical resorts.
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Did you miss the biggest
event on the Port Douglas
calendar, the Undie 500?
Never fear as below are
some images taken of the
fundraising event that had
locals and visitors alike
taking in the town sights on
a lazy (for some) Sunday
afternoon.

Images — Alita Pashley The Cairns Post
10/2/10
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Shop 32a Meridien Marina. Port Douglas. Ph. 07 4099 4588
Email: inffo@tpdd.com.au
www.tpdd.com.au




